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01  |  What is ACAMS & CAMS? 

ACAMS stands for Association of Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialists — the largest AML 
membership organisation in the world. 

Their flagship certification is CAMS (Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist). It is the globally 
recognised gold standard in financial crime compliance — trusted in 180+ countries and held by more 
than 57,000 professionals worldwide. 

Why ACAMS matters in India right now 

• Post the UPI and fintech boom, transaction volumes exploded — so did the AML compliance obligation 
that comes with it 

• RBI regulation requires every bank to maintain a dedicated AML compliance team 

• Global banks with large India operations — HSBC, Citi, JP Morgan, Deutsche Bank, Standard 
Chartered — all actively hire CAMS-certified professionals 

• Big 4 advisory firms (Deloitte, EY, KPMG, PwC) have growing financial crime advisory practices in 
India 

• CAMS is near-mandatory for international roles in Singapore, Dubai, UK, and the US 

⚠️  Important note on membership numbers: ACAMS reports 57,000+ members, but the actual number 
of CAMS-certified professionals is likely much higher — similar to CFA or CA, not everyone who passes 
maintains their annual membership. 
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02  |  Eligibility — The 40 Credits Rule 

To sit for the CAMS exam you need 40 eligibility credits. Most sources online only mention two of the 
three ways to earn them. Here is the complete picture from the official ACAMS Candidate Handbook: 

CREDIT PATH CREDITS NOTES 

Associate's Degree 10 credits Need 30 more — 3 yrs AML experience 

Bachelor's Degree 20 credits 
Need 20 more — typically 2 yrs AML 
experience 

Master's Degree 30 credits Need 10 more — 1 yr AML experience 

JD or PhD 40 credits Fully eligible on degree alone 

Work Experience (per year) 10 credits/yr AML, KYC, fraud, compliance — unlimited 

Financial Crime Training  ⭐ 1 credit/hour UNLIMITED — most people miss this path 
entirely 

 

💡  Training credits are UNLIMITED. A fresher with a Bachelor's degree (20 credits) could theoretically 
reach 40 credits through 20+ hours of financial crime training — without needing work experience. 
However, eligibility is not the same question as 'should you do it.' See Section 5. 
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03  |  Complete Fee Breakdown — India 2025 

⚠️  Correction: Most blogs and videos quote the CAMS exam fee as $1,695. This is wrong. The 
correct 2025 fee from the official ACAMS Candidate Handbook is $2,095 for private sector 
candidates. The figures below are sourced directly from the handbook. 

PACKAGE PRIVATE SECTOR PUBLIC SECTOR NOTES 

Standard CAMS Package $2,095 $1,595 
Study guide + 
exam 

CAMS + Virtual Classroom $2,495 $2,095 
Adds 6–7 hrs 
live sessions 

ACAMS Membership (1 yr) $275  (~₹23,500) $275  (~₹23,500) 
Mandatory to 
register 

TOTAL (Private, Standard) ≈ $2,370 ≈ $1,870 ≈ ₹2.0 Lakh 

Retake fee (if you fail) $299  (~₹25,500) $199  (~₹17,000) Budget for this 

 

Two money-saving tips 

💡  Ask your employer before self-funding. Large banks are often ACAMS corporate members. JP 
Morgan, HSBC, Standard Chartered, Barclays regularly sponsor CAMS for their compliance teams. 
Always ask first. 

💡  You don't need to pay everything at once. Buy membership first, then purchase the exam package 
later within the same membership year — spreads the cost across months. 
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04  |  The CAMS Exam — What to Expect 

EXAM DETAIL ANSWER 

Total questions 120 (multiple choice & multi-select) 

Time allowed 3.5 hours (210 minutes) — no scheduled breaks 

Passing score 75 / 120  (NOT 80 — most sources quote this 
incorrectly) 

Penalty for guessing? No — always answer every question 

Exam centre 
Pearson VUE — online or in-person across India 
(Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, Pune, Hyderabad) 

Arrive / login by 30 minutes before scheduled time 

ID required 
Two forms of government-issued photo ID — 
names must match registration exactly 

 

Exam domain weightage (corrected) 

 DOMAIN WEIGHT APPROX Qs 

A Understanding the Risks and Methods of Financial Crime 30% ~36 questions 

B Global AFC Frameworks, Governance and Regulations 20% ~24 questions 

C Building an Anti-Financial Crime Compliance Program 30% ~36 questions 

D Tools and Technologies to Fight Financial Crime 20% ~24 questions 

 

Retake policy 

ATTEMPT WAIT BEFORE RETAKE RETAKE FEE 

1st failure 30 days $299 private / $199 public 

2nd failure 60 days $299 private / $199 public 

3rd+ failure 90 days $299 private / $199 public 

 

Community experience on difficulty: Most professionals who passed studied for 2–4 weeks seriously. 
Some found it manageable; others failed their first attempt and found it harder than expected. The 
Reddit consensus: if you memorise key topics and complete practice exams until you pass 
consistently without notes, you will be fine. Do not underestimate it. 

 

 



ACAMS CAMS Certification — India Handbook  |  MentorMeCareers 

© MentorMeCareers  |  Source: ACAMS Candidate Handbook 2025  |  Page 6 

05  |  AML Salary in India — Realistic Picture 

CAMS is a credibility multiplier — not a magic shortcut. Salary improvements happen when CAMS 
combines with real AML/KYC experience. Below are realistic India salary ranges. 

EXPERIENCE LEVEL WITHOUT CAMS WITH CAMS TYPICAL ROLES 

Fresher (0–2 yrs) ₹3–5 LPA ₹3–5 LPA (no change) 
KYC Analyst, TM 
Analyst 

Mid-level (2–4 yrs) ₹5–8 LPA ₹7–10 LPA 
Sr. Analyst, Team 
Lead 

Senior (5+ yrs) ₹8–12 LPA ₹12–18 LPA 
AML Manager, 
Investigator 

 

Where CAMS matters most in India 

• Global bank captives: HSBC, Citi, JP Morgan, Standard Chartered, Deutsche Bank, Barclays India 

• Big 4 financial crime advisory: Deloitte FAS, EY FIDS, KPMG Forensic, PwC FS 

• GIC / BPO AML operations: Genpact, WNS, Wells Fargo India, Accenture 

• International roles: Singapore, Dubai, UK, US — CAMS is near-mandatory at mid-senior level 

 

Community verdict: CAMS improves interview visibility and credibility significantly. But the salary jump 
requires experience to unlock it — the cert alone does not move the needle for freshers. 
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06  |  Is It Worth It? — Real Practitioner Data 

We read through dozens of Reddit comments on r/AMLCompliance and r/moneylaundering — real AML 
professionals, unfiltered, no marketing. The opinions were genuinely split. Here's what we found: 

What the data shows — the split 

❌  "NOT WORTH IT" VOICES ✓  "HELPED ME" VOICES 

"I just feel like I'm throwing money away just by 
renewing every year." 

— 5 yrs CAMS, no AML experience 

"Not really worth it. Best case it's an 'oh that's 
nice' on a resume." 

— Senior Investigator, Big 5 Canadian bank 

"Acquiring the cert didn't do much of anything for 
my career, TBH." 

— r/moneylaundering, 2026 

"Have my CAMS — in a couple instances was 
told that's the only reason I've even gotten an 
interview." 

— r/moneylaundering 

"I think it helped me get my job 6 months ago." 

— Had prior AML experience 

"It shows a different level of commitment... may 
be enough to give you an edge for the more 
desirable jobs." 

— HonestNobody8478, r/AMLCompliance 

 

The pattern that explains everything 

After reading every comment, one variable explained the split almost perfectly: 

Did you have AML/KYC experience BEFORE getting CAMS? 

 

✓  Experience FIRST → then CAMS 

CAMS amplifies what you already know. It gets 
you the interview. 

Result: Interviews → often a job offer 

✗  CAMS FIRST → no experience 

CAMS cannot manufacture the experience 
recruiters are looking for. 

Result: Maybe interviews, rarely converts 

 

CAMS does not replace experience. It amplifies experience that already exists. 
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07  |  Should YOU Do CAMS? 

Based on the official ACAMS handbook + real practitioner data from 15+ AML professionals: 

✓  YES — Do CAMS if... ✗  NOT YET — Skip if... 

✓  You have 2+ years of AML, KYC, fraud 

or compliance experience 

✓  You work at or are targeting a global 

bank or Big 4 

✓  Your employer will sponsor the cost — 

always ask first 

✓  You want to move internationally 

(Singapore, Dubai, UK, US) 

✓  ROI: ₹2L investment can pay back in 

under 1 year if salary moves from ₹6L to 
₹8L+ 

✗  You are a fresher with zero AML/KYC 

experience 

✗  You are hoping CAMS alone gets you 

hired 

✗  You cannot comfortably afford ₹2L with 

no guaranteed return 

✗  You have less than 1 year in any 

compliance/fraud role 

→  Better path: AML/KYC entry role → 2 yrs 
exp → then CAMS 
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08  |  The 4-Step Path to CAMS (For Freshers) 

If you're starting fresh, here is the sequence that maximises your chances of actually getting hired — 
and eventually getting CAMS sponsored by your employer: 

Step 1 

AML/KYC Entry-Level Course   6–8 weeks 

Build the fundamentals — KYC policy, transaction monitoring, sanctions screening, 
PMLA framework. This gets you job-ready and earns training credits toward ACAMS 
eligibility. 

 

Step 2 

Get Your First AML/KYC Role   Target: within 3–6 months 

KYC Analyst, Transaction Monitoring Analyst, Compliance Analyst roles at banks, 
BPOs, or GICs. Each year of experience earns 10 ACAMS credits. Two years = 20 
credits, plus your Bachelor's 20 credits = 40 credits needed. 

 

Step 3 

Ask Your Employer to Sponsor CAMS   At the 1–2 year mark 

Many large banks — especially global ones — are ACAMS corporate members and 
routinely sponsor CAMS for their compliance staff. Ask your manager before ever paying 
from your own pocket. 

 

Step 4 

Pursue CAMS — Now It's a Multiplier   3 months study, ~150 hours 

With 2 years of experience behind it, CAMS now amplifies your profile instead of 
standing alone. Interviews at global banks, Big 4, and international roles open up 
significantly. 
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09  |  Quick Reference Summary 

TOPIC KEY FACTS 

Total cost (private) 
≈ $2,370 / ≈ ₹2.0 Lakh (membership + standard package). Wrong 
number everywhere online: $1,695 — ignore it. 

Retake fee $299 private / $199 public. Budget for it. 

Eligibility 
40 credits: Education + Work Experience + Training (unlimited — most 
sources miss this 3rd path) 

Bachelor's + 0 exp 
20 credits. Need 20 more. Options: 2 yrs work OR ~20 hrs financial 
crime training. 

Exam 120 questions | 3.5 hours | Pass: 75/120 (NOT 80) | Pearson VUE 

Domains 
A: Risk & Methods 30% | B: Global Frameworks 20% | C: AFC 
Program 30% | D: Tools 20% 

Retake wait 1st fail: 30 days | 2nd: 60 days | 3rd+: 90 days 

India salary (mid) ₹7–10 LPA with CAMS + 2–4 yrs experience 

India salary (senior) ₹12–18 LPA with CAMS + 5+ yrs experience 

The verdict CAMS amplifies experience. It does not replace it. 

Best case 2+ yrs experience → employer sponsors cost → pursue CAMS 

Worst case Fresher → pays ₹2L → no job → wasted money 

 

 

This handbook was created by MentorMeCareers as a companion resource to our YouTube video: Before 
Spending ₹2 Lakh on ACAMS — Watch This Reality Check 

All fee and exam data sourced from the official ACAMS Candidate Handbook 2025. Subscribe for weekly finance career 
content built for India. 


